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SUMMER 1 »July 2008 CONNECTING THE CAMPUS • CREATING DIALOGUE
A Just Economy: Getting a CLUE
by Steve Holt
All religions believe in justice. For Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice: Los Angeles (CLUE- 
LA), this is not just a slogan; this is the driving motivation behind all of the work that we do. CLUE brings 
together people from different faiths— Christian, Jewish, and Muslim, among others— who believe that
justice is more than something we hear talked about in 
our churches, synagogues, and mosques. It is something 
to be actively practiced in every part of Los Angeles, 
and we do that as we come together to make the voices 
of our religious traditions heard in all of society.
CLUE believes in a vision of a truly just economy— 
where ethnicity and nationality do not determine the 
level of opportunities available; where hard work is re­
warded with fair compensation; where employees are 
treated with the dignity and respect every human being 
deserves; where nobody suffers, or dies, from a lack of 
accessto food and medical care. As we work towards that
vision, faith is our most important sustaining force. The 
“reality” of the situations we face often makes the situ­
ation look impossible, but as a faith-centered organiza­
tion, we look at the realities of our faith. As Christians, 
this means we see the prophets in our Scriptures— Mo­
ses, Isaiah, Amos, Jesus, and others— and follow their 
example as we articulate this vision, which is also seen 
throughout their messages. I am reminded particularly 
of the words of Isaiah: “Is not this the kind of fasting I 
have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie 
the cords of the yoke, to set
the oppressed free and break Continued on page 7
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So my younger brother is coming out to visit from 
Missouri on Friday. Exciting. He is sixteen, and I was 
pondering what I would have wanted to do on a va­
cation in California at the age of sixteen. I realized 
that my interests have not changed all that dramati­
cally; what I liked then is what I like now: wasting 
time. So here are some of the best ways to waste 
your summer and have some fun:
1. Play pointless online games. I heartily recom­
mend Boggle or Text Twist.
2. Cant afford amusement parks? Take a ride on 
the good of library elevator. Almost just as long of 
a wait to get on, and twice as dangerous!
3. Watch the progress in the library construction on 
the Portico camera. Hours of free entertainment.
4. Make me a sandwich.
5. Organize a thumb war championship.
6. Ride the gold line to downtown. Now ride 
it back. That was fun, huh?
7. Make sarcastic, outdated political ref­
erences to strangers. “Man that Nixon 
sounds like a reeeally nice guy.”
“I  was on the street. This guy waved to me, 
and he came up to me and said, “I ’m sorry, I  
thought you were someone else. ’’And I  said, 
“I  am. ” — Demetri Martin
—Ben Cassil 
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Summer Fun Crossword Puzzle... of DOOM!
ACROSS
2 Trendy new yogurt in Old Town.
6 The most irreverent student publication at 
Fuller.
11 Who is “Determined, worker, good worker, 
hard worker, terrific”?
12 He pronounces it “eye-siah.” Huh. Crazy 
Brits.
13 The fireball-shooting villain of “Restless 
Seminary.”
15 Eucalyptus-eating marsupial that I think 
should be Fuller s mascot.
20  The study of the Holy Spirit, or air pressure.
Answers are on the back page. Don't look yet. No cheat­
ing. This crossword puzzle is between you, the SEMI, 
and God. Jesus wouldn't want you to cheat, would He?
DOWN
1 Where you can unload those textbooks you will never 
read again (or at all).
3 No one in SOP really knows what this means, only 
that it is really important, and that there is a statue 
about it.
4  The Brehm Center likes this stuff.
5 New SOT pro who has an unhealthy obsession with 
Peet’s Coffee.
7 Who is quoted most often in the last lines of “SEMI- 
Relevant?”
8 “Theology” is talk about_______ .
9  Come gather ‘round people, wherever you roam, and 
admist that he god a Nobel Prize for his lyrics.
10 The piano player/SOP professor who provides Fuller s 
on-hold music.
14 Abbreviated name for the 2008 EUFA Champions.
16 All you need is______ .
17 They tell me there will be space for these at the new 
library.
Swiss Reformed theologian_______ Simpson.18
19  Melodia
86 T O ff l
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for Mouwian theology.
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Goldingays Music Top 10
Top Places for Summer Music
By John Goldingary
r ^ ^ ggr r j r r • HHwpsgappaFREE! These six are free. They usually have a different style of music each week. Take your blanket or beach chair.
La Canada Park
1301 Foothill • Sundays at 5 p.m.
www.lacanadaflintridge.com
The prettiest park, nestlined between the mountains, 




Pasadena's Paseo Colorado 
Fridays at 6:30 p.m. (Swing)
Saturdays at 6:30 p.m. (Salsa) 
paseocoloradopasadena.com/events/index.php
Beware of the liquor police. Trust me. Highlight: 
swing every Friday!
Pasadena Memorial Park 
Raymond and Walnut »Wednesday -  Sunday 
www.levittpavilionpasadena.org
More professional bands than the rest of the parks. 
Drawbacks: Parking, and the concerts mostly start late. 
While they are allegedly free, volunteers keep asking 
you for money (take 
a dollar). Highlight: 
you missed it (Bar­
bara Morrison, June 
29); but every Thurs­
day, Americana.
South Pasadena
Garfield Park, on Mission • Sundays at 5 p.m.
ci.south-pasadena.ca.us/parks/events.html
Highlight: July 20, Moonlight Express Big Band
Monrovia Recreation Park 
Recreation Park • Sundays at 6:30 p.m. 
www.ci.monrovia.ca.us
Good taco truck. Highlight: July 27, Motown.
Santa Monica Pier 
Thursdays at 7 p.m.. 
www.santamonicapier.org
The classic. Remember, it gets chilly by the ocean. 
Highlight: August 
28, Toots and the 
Maytalls.
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Listening to music in the open air while you eat your picnic or sit w ith your friends or grade papers -  its  one 
of the great things about Southern California. A nd courtesy o f the cities around here, it can be free! Here are 
my top ten, bu t don’t  be legalistic about the order. All the places have websites. You could also check out Ar­
cadia (Thursdays), Sierra Madre (Sundays), Covina (Mondays), Glendora (Sundays), Temple City (Wednes­
days), and Altadena Farnsworth Park (Saturdays).
■ ■ R B 3 These foüiÎcSt ïlhôhé^ [Thé SEMI rerr|hds yoii th^t this is why GÔdgave Wlôéns.] l  f l %̂ ||
Starlight Bowl 
1249 Lockheed View, Burbank 
Sundays at 6:30 p.m. • www.starlightbowl.com
Highlight: August 17, The Fab Four: you’ll believe it 
really is the Beatles.
Greek Theatre
Cost: Expensive. [Sell your Greek and Hebrew 
texts, Ed.]
www.greektheatrela.com
Seats tend not to be cheap; Beck used to sit in the trees 
at the back, so you could do that. Concessions also ex­
pensive. Highlight:
October 4, Swell 
Season. (Wow, that’s 
next quarter.)
Santa Anita Arboretum 
Cost: $10 • Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. 
www.calphil.org
Preceeded by jazz. Middle of the road ticket cost, but 
who cares when you are lying on the grass with your 
picnic and your bottle of wine? Good concessions, but 
they’re not cheap.
Highlight: July 26,
Rodgers and Hath-” 
merstein. Have you 
heard of them? I
Hollywood Bowl 
Cost: $1 and up. 
www.hollywoodbowl.com
Stupendous just to walk in and see it. You can usually 
sit at the back for $1, but the concessions are expen­





WEDNESDAY • 12:12 -  12:32 • MID-DAY CHAPEL
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A Church Worth Persecuting
In Conversation with the Gospel of Mark
By Justin Ashworth
The question before the American church today is not: "how should we respond to the suffering Christians 
undergo around the world?" but rather: "is the American church a church worth persecuting?" Do we so pro­
claim the good news of God's reign over sin and death, and embody the appropriate response to this news,
that the powers whose economy is 
one of sin and death seek to silence 
or else to destroy us? That is: does the 
American church’s witness provoke 
the anti-God forces at work here ei­
ther to submit to Christs reign— as 
these forces, in the end, surely will—  
or to lash out in violent rage because 
their omnipotence is threatened? 
The answer to all these questions, it 
seems, is a resounding “no!” Part of 
the reason is the existence of many 
pro-God forces in America; this can­
not be denied. Yet such a statement 
should not blind us to the reality that 
part of the reason for this answer is 
our seeing “the martyr church” as a 
church in a different time or place. 
The martyr church is in North Korea 
or Indonesia, or in second and third 
century Rome. Either way, the church 
in America is not a martyr church.
This is exactly the ecclesial ethos 
that Dr. Craig Hovey (Fuller alum­
nus and Adjunct Professor of Chris­
tian Ethics) set out to demolish in 
his new book, To Share in the Body: 
A  Theology o f Martyrdom for Todays 
Church, and the presentation he gave 
at Fuller Irvines Spring 2008 “Con­
versations on Culture.” He does so by 
what Ched Myers calls an “elegant” 
theological reading of the Gospel of 
Mark. He proposes that faithful wit­
ness to God’s reign is bound up with 
the commitment to martyrdom. This 
is so for a few reasons.
First, the Gospel of Mark is the 
church’s book. To read Mark’s Gos­
pel is to commit oneself to the story 
he tells, a story of a Messiah misun­
derstood, lied-to, and betrayed by 
his closest followers—which is to say 
nothing of those who hated him. Be­
cause the church has always under­
stood itself as in continuity with these 
early followers, Jesus’ calling them to 
bear the cross and follow him has 
rightly been interpreted as a call to 
all who follow the disciples in follow­
ing Jesus. And bearing crosses is not 
about individual “burdens” or “pains” 
people must bear, or “thorns” in our 
flesh— tragic and difficult as these can 
be. Bearing crosses is about following 
Jesus to the death to which the world 
subjected him, a death the disciples 
were supposed to die with him, ac­
cording to Mark, and to which all 
Mark’s readers are called.
Which is the second point: The 
church that reads Mark’s witness 
to Jesus Christ thereby witnesses to 
Jesus Christ. Witness, of course, is 
the common English translation of 
the Greek marturos. Now, I’ve taken
imply a necessary connection between 
marturos, witness, and martyrdom. 
That’s just not how languages work. 
But neither is there no connection 
between witness and martyrdom, 
particularly with respect to the one to 
whom we bear witness— Christ. The 
story of Jesus illumines the nature of 
martyrdom: obedience to the mis­
sion of God to the point of death at 
the hands of all who reject that mis­
sion. Jesus proclaimed the Kingdom 
of God start to finish, and for this 
proclamation he became: a martyr. 
A church claiming to witness to him 
cannot but hope to follow him in his 
obedience to the point of death, even 
death on the cross.
So far, so Protestant. But reading 
the Bible is not enough. A final point 
Hovey makes over and over, is that the 
church prepares itself to be a martyr 
church through performance, prac­
tice. Hovey points out that the two 
practices constituting ecclesial iden­
tity (albeit from a somewhat Catholic 
perspective)— baptism and Eucha­
rist—involve death: Baptism, as Paul 
says in Romans 6, is the Christian’s 
death to enslavement to sin, and her 
resurrection into a community en­
slaved to righteousness. Baptism ini­
tiates new believers into the body that 
tells the story of Jesus as found, e.g., 
in Mark, a story about and creating 
martyrs. The Eucharist, moreover, is 
a sharing in the body broken and the 
blood spilled in obedience to the Fa­
ther. And the church remembers the 
martyrs who were sustained by such 
practices. We have saints’ days in 
which we tell their stories and there­
fore train the rememberers to become
Continued on the next page
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CLUE Continued from page 1
every yoke? Is it not to share your 
food with the hungry and to provide 
the poor wanderer with shelter, when 
you see the naked, to clothe him, and 
not to turn away from your own flesh 
and blood?” (58:6-7).
One of the most difficult realities I 
have faced in the midst of this work 
is the issue of “food deserts.” Every 
day, most of us Fuller students take 
for granted the presence of healthy, 
affordable food— there is always a 
well-stocked, well-maintained gro­
cery store somewhere near us. But 
for much of Los Angeles, including 
South LA, East LA, and the San Fer­
nando Valley, this is simply not the 
case, and has not been for decades. 
You can go for miles in these neigh­
borhoods without finding a grocery 
store because all of the major chains 
have decided to “red-line” and de­
liberately ignore these communities. 
The result? People are forced to spend 
more at liquor stores or fast-food 
chains for food that causes higher lev­
els of obesity, diabetes, and other diet- 
related illnesses, while those who are 
able to travel go miles away to spend 
away the money these neighborhoods 
desperately need to keep. Promise af­
ter promise has been made that this 
problem would be fixed — especially 
after the 1992 riots, but all of them 
have been broken. [See Occidental
College’s Center for Food and Justice 
(CFJ) for more info.]
If this were the only reality I could 
see, I would feel helpless and unable 
to do anything, and would simply 
move on. The reality I do see, how­
ever, is Christ’s concern and com­
passion for all people, regardless of 
where they live, and his particular 
attention to those whom society ne­
glects. When he tells the disciples 
the parable of the persistent widow 
(Luke 18), he asks them: “And will 
not God bring about justice for his 
chosen ones who cry out to him day 
and night Will he keep putting them 
off? I tell you, he will see that they 
get justice, and quickly.” God is not 
unconcerned with what is happening 
here in Los Angeles; God is listening, 
and will act. But Jesus concludes with 
a challenge: “However, when the Son 
of Man comes, will he find faith on 
the earth?” Our response to this chal­
lenge cannot be apathy; rather, we are 
called to place our faith in God and 
to be part of his plan to bring justice 
into the world.
This is exactly what CLUE tries to 
do, with food deserts and with other 
injustices right here in Los Angeles. 
We do this by inviting people to par­
ticipate in whatever way they can, be­
cause it takes the solidarity of a strong 
community to make real changes. For
some, including quite a few Fuller 
students, internships have been a 
great way to be plugged into working 
for economic justice in Los Angeles. 
This is how I first started, and it was 
the perfect way to both see what was 
going on and to be personally doing 
it—as an intern I never made a sin­
gle cup of coffee, but I spent plenty 
of time meeting with religious lead­
ers across Los Angeles, planning and 
running events, and even carrying 
incense down Century Boulevard (it 
was the high church in me coming 
out). A number of others choose to 
participate when we have actions: ral­
lies, celebrations, protests, and other 
events designed to promote the vi­
sion of a fair economy. Sometimes, 
it just means staying informed about 
how your decisions affect the rest of 
the city. Whatever it is you do, do not 
forget that part of following Christ is 
always seeking the good of all people, 
wherever you are. 0
Steve Holt (who can be reached at sholt@
cluela.org) is a first-year
MDiv student, but still
wants to play for the Red r r u a P T i^ M
Sox when he grows up. 8 | B a N ^ 9
Steve Holt!
PERSECUTION Continued from page 6
like the remembered. A church that 
baptizes, receives the Eucharist, and 
tells of its killed witnesses thereby 
practices its martyr identity in wit­
nessing to Christ.
Hovey’s talk and book raise the 
question of integrity: If the church 
reads Mark and witnesses to Jesus 
Christ, if it baptizes, celebrates the Eu­
charist, and remembers its martyrs—  
is that not a church worth persecut­
ing? Although, as noted above, part of 
the reason for the American church’s
non-martyr status is the existence of 
some pro-God forces, the other part 
derives from seeing these disciplines 
as unrelated to martyrdom. Reading 
Mark and celebrating the Eucharist 
have little to do with witnessing to the 
point of death, we think. Witnessing 
to the point of death is what heroes, 
not everyday Christians, do. But to 
be a people with integrity requires 
that we find the connection between 
the claim that the church is a mar­
tyr church— indisputable, it seems—
and the practices that constitute the 
church’s very identity. Hovey’s book 
is a perfect place to start in seeking 
such connections. 0
Justin, MDiv student, is much more afraid of 
the cross than he'd ever 
let on, preferring the no­
tion of cross-as-annoy- 
ing-relative or cross-as- 
difficult-class. Safer..
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Tickets to Amusement Parks: Student 
Life and Services sells tickets to Disneyland, 
Legoland ($42), Seaworld ($48 adults $42 
children) and Universal Studios ($46 adults, 
annual passes also available). Come by our 
office on the 2nd floor of the Catalyst, or call
626.584.5435.
Attention Bike Riders: Please remember to 
park your bicycles in the appropriate bike 
racks located in the SOP: east o f the ramp, 
The Garth: close to the Refectory and behind 
the Mail Center, or in Barker Commons be­
tween the Catalyst and the Brehm Center. 
Remember to use a U-lock to prevent theft. 
As an extra precaution, you may register your 
bike with the Parking and Security office: 
626.584.5450.
Disability Seating Accommodation: The 
Access Services Office (ASO) appreciates 
your cooperation in ensuring that chairs and 
desks labeled “ASO Disability Accommoda­
tion: D O  N O T  REMOVE” are left in their 
designated places. Questions can be directed 
to ASO at 626.584.5439 or at aso-coordina- 
tor@dept.fuller.edu.
Use Joe's Stuff to buy and sell used text­
books, find a roommate, or get that second­
hand futon you’ve always wanted. Login to 
Portico at portico.fuller.edu, then click on 
“BUY/SELL used textbooks here” on the left 
side.
Free Books and Culture magazines are 
available in the Student Life office in the 
Catalyst, and at the Fuller Bookstore.
Obama or McCain? In light of the impend­
ing fall election, the SEMI is looking for 
contributors willing to write about political 
issues. If  you are interested, email: semi-ed- 
itor@fiiller.edu.
Get Published! Do you have something to 
say? Need a venue for artistic expression, or 
simply a forum to create dialogue? Contrib­
ute to the SEMI! Whether you re an artist, a 
photographer, a writer, or whatever, we can 
use your talents! Email: semi-editor@fuller. 
edu to get on the email list and start contrib­
uting. Now. I know you want to.
What Do You Think of the SEMI? We have 
had a lot o f changes in all aspects o f the SEMI 
this year, and we want to know your opin­
ions. W hat do you think of the layout, the 
articles, the tone? Do you have any helpful 
critiques? Let us know! Email: semi-editor@ 
fiiller.edu. The most helpful suggestion gets a 
mystery prize. Oooohhhh...
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant 
Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd., Pasa­
dena. Call 626.798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes west o f Fuller. 
Owned by family o f Fuller graduate for 25 years. 
Discount for students! Columbia Auto Body. 
1567 Colorado Blvd. 323.258.0565. Ask for John 
or Paul.
Massage Therapy. Susan Young is a nation­
ally certified massage therapist, ready to serve you 
in nearby La Cañada. Liked by many at Fuller, 
she is part o f the Fuller community herself. Call 
626.660.6856 and visit www.relaxhealgrow.com.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zimmer 
Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and re­
pair business foundecT in 1917 and located in the 
jewelry district o f downtown Los Angeles. Owner 
Mel Zimmer is a longtime member o f Glendale 
Presbyterian Church. Because o f our appreciation
of Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider 
it a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone Mel’s 
son Ken at 213.622.4510 for information. Also 
visit our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
Do You Need Mortgage Financing for a Home 
Purchase or Refinance? Contact Fuller alum 
Laurie Lundin at Vista Financial Advisors. 
626.825.6173. llundin@earthlink.net.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. Brakes, 
tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 1063 
E. Walnut St. 626.793.0388. Monday — Friday, 8 
am — 5:30 pm.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller 
SOP PhD alumnus with 20 years experience as 
a statistician for thesis and dissertation consulta­
tions. Worked on hundreds o f projects. Teaches 
graduate research courses. Designing “survivable” 
research proposals a specialty Methods chapter 
tune-ups. Survey development. Provides multi­
variate data analysis using SAS or SPSS. Statisti­
cal results explained in simple English! Assistance 
with statistical table creation and report write-up. 
Final oral defense preparation. Fuller community 
discounts. Call for free phone consultation. Tom 
Granoff, PhD. 310.640.8017. E-mail tgranoff@ 
lmu.edu. Visa/Discover/ MasterCard/ AMEX ac­
cepted.
Need a Typist, Transcriber or Editor? Simply 
bring me your papers, reports, etc. I’ll give you 
the professional touch. Low rates. Over 15 years 
o f experience. Call Robbie 626.791.1855.
The Services section of the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals 
are personally responsible for evaluating the quality and type of service before contracting or using it. 
The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any of the services listed.
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